FROM THE CLOSE OF THE MIDDLE AGES            HI?

national life, but before the close of the nineteenth century
made even the years of peace little more than an armed truce,
burdened with intensive preparation for coming conflicts,
and culminating in the Great War of 1914-18 that inflicted
heavier loss of life on the armies in the field and more suffering
on millions of the civil population than any previous conflict
had involved.

Here only the leading features of this evolution can be
briefly noticed. To deal fully with the subject would require a
voluminous treatise.

The wars of the eighteenth century were mostly fought by
comparatively small armies of professional soldiers, the rank
and file recruited by voluntary enlistment and the officers drawn
from the noble and wealthier classes. When the old Royal Army
of France, disorganized by the Revolution, was remodelled by
the new government to meet the stress of invasion, it was at
first reinforced by volunteer recruits numbers of whom were
attracted by the declaration that rank was now to be the reward
of merit even among the sons of the workers. When this source
of supply slackened, and the need of recruits became more acute,
conscription by ballot was introduced. Henceforth it was a
permanent part of the military system of France, and was soon
adopted by other continental Powers.

Obligatory service for local home defence with a ballot for
the enrolling of recruits had existed in many of the provinces
of France, especially in the coast and frontier regions. It was a
militia force, not unlike that of the militia in the English
counties, and could only be called out for service in some rare
emergency. The enforced recruiting by conscription for the
regular army, entailing years of service even in war beyond the
frontiers, was a novelty, a sacrifice of the citizen's individual
liberty, justified by the pressing danger of the State, and at first
accepted as a temporary measure. But it became a permanent
institution, and under Napoleon I this new tax upon the<people
became more exacting as the strength of the armies increased in
long years of war.
The conscripts of the first wars of the Republic^ enrolled for